ToOWN OF LADYSMITH
GOVERNMENT SERVICES COMMITTEE

Mandate -To advise Council on a broad spectrum of issues related fo deparfmental matters

Monday, August 17, 2009 at 5:30 p.m.
Council Chambers, City Hall

AGENDA

Chairperson: Councillor D. Paterson

Pages
1. CALL TO ORDER
2. AGENDA APPROVAL
3. DELEGATIONS 1-2
3.1 Barbara Fysh
Re: Sculptor Peter Toth “Trail of the Whispering Giants”
3.2 David Walbank, Rotary Club and Philip Smith, JB Solar
Re: Donation - Solar Hot Water Heater
4, CITY MANAGER’S REPORT (Verbal Report)
5. STAFF REPORTS
5.1  Building Code Update 3-4
6. MEMBER SUBMISSIONS
None
7. CORRESPONDENCE
7.1 M. Volden 5-9

Re: Drainage Ditch Methuen Avenue

8. NEW BUSINESS
None

9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None

ADJOURNMENT
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Town of Ladysmith
STAFF REPORT

To: Ruth Malli, City Manager

From: Joe Friesenhan, Director of Public Works
Date: July 28, 2009

File No:

Re: BUILDING CODE UPDATE

RECOMMENDATION(S):

That the Government Services Committee recommend to Council to support the
Building and Safety Branch proposals to include high-efficiency toilets in new
construction and solar hot water ready construction for new single family houses in
the BC Building Code.

PURPOSE:

To obtain Council input on proposed new building code updates

INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND:

The Building and Safety Policy Branch is seeking public input on three proposals for
changes to Provincial building regutations.

1. High-Efficiency Toilets - all new construction to include high-efficiency
(including dual-flush) toilets. The requirement supports greening the BC
Building Code and Living Water Smart, BC's water plan.

2. Solar Hot Water Ready - Local government option to require Solar Hot Water
Ready construction for new single family houses. Supports the 100,000 Solar
Roofs Initiative and the Provinces commitment to reduce GHG emissions.

3. Letters of Assurance - Update to Building Code’s Letters of Assurance.
Responds to industry requests and supports the Modernization Strategy’s
shift toward more clearly defined responsibilities and accountabilities.

SCOPE OF WORK:

Invite to comment on these proposals through the public review until September 14,
2009. _

ALTERNATIVES:

EINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS;




CITIZEN/PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS:

Council support of the proposals would reinforce the Towns commitment for water
conservation and to reduce GHG emissions.

INTERDEPARTMENTAL INVOLVEMENT/IMPLICATIONS:

RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS:

ALIGNMENT WITH STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:

SUMMARY

The Building and Safety Policy Branch is looking for public input into changes to the
Building Code. The first two changes also reflect Councils commitment for water
consumption and for reduction in GHG emissions. Public review is available online
through the Building  and Safety Policy Branch website at
http://www.housing.gov.bc.ca/building/consultation/

| concur with the recommendation.

0.%17 117
Ruth Malli, City Manager

ATTACHMENTS:
None.
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Invasive Plant Council of BC - Purple loosestrife ' Page 1 of 1

search...

Invasive Plant Council of BC

HOME ABOUTUS BCINVASIVE PLANTS REGIONAL COMMITTEES RESOURCES NE

Home = BC invasive Plants ; Invasive Plant Watch » Purple loosestrife

In This Section Purple loosestrife

invasive Plant Watch . .
(Lythrum salicaria)

impacts of Invasive Plants in BC
How Can | Manage Invasive Pianis?

Community Mapping Network invasive
Species Atlas

E Flora

Purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) is a woody half-shrub, wetland perenn
considered regionally noxious under the BC Weed Control Act. Purple loose
found in wet areas at low- to mid-elevations, growing in ditches, irmigation cz
marshes, stream and lake shorefines and shallow ponds. It s common in th
Fraser Valley and frequent on southern Vancouver Istand and in the Okana,
There are also localized patches in the Kootenay and Omineca regions.

invasive Alien Plant Program (IAPP)

Shrub-like in appearance, purple loosestrife has sfiff, four-sided stems endit
dense spikes of showy purple flowers. Plants have namow, stalkless leaves.
up to 3 metres in height at maturity.

Often confused with fireweed, purple loosestrife is an escaped omamental t
tolerates a wide range of weather conditions and will grow in standing water

distribute through water, humans and animals, g%mgl@ng
millions seeds that drop in early fall when femperatures cool. Dense ds ¢

Py H %%“___
loogestrife threaten plant and aninial diversily in wetland ecosystems.

Refer to Weeds BC for information on prevention and control methods,

Leafy spurge

Home  AboutUs  BC Invasive Plants  Regional Committees  Resources  News and Events  Links ¢

Website Design by Motiontide Media | Copyright 200
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O.F.A.H. Invading Species Awareness Program Page 1 of 3

This page was printed from the www.invadingspecies.com website

Purple Loosestrife
( Lythrum salicaria )

Purple loosestrife, a beautiful but aggressive invader, arrived in eastern North America in the early 1800s.
Plants were brought to North America by settlers for their flower gardens, and seeds were present in the
ballast holds of European ships that used soil to weigh down the vesseis for stability on the ocean. Since it
was introduced, purple loosestrife has spread westward and can be found across much of Canada and the

United States.

Characteristics

Flower: Each flower spike is made up of many individual flowers.
Individual flowers are small and have five or six pink-purpie petals
surrounding small, yellow centers. Purple loosestrife generally flowers
from late June to early September and require pollination by insects or

birds.

Seed Capsule: As flowers begin to drop off, capsules containing many
tiny seeds appear in their place. Depending on where you live, plants
may go to seed as early as late July.

Seed: Each mature plant can have more than thirty flowering stems
which can produce up to 2.7 million seeds annually. As tiny as grains of
sand, seeds are easily spread by water, wind, wildiife and humans.
Germination can occur the following season and in many environmental
conditions. Seeds are hardy and can lay dormant in the seed bank for
several years before sprouting. Ornamental "seedless" cultivars have
been shown to produce viable seeds when fertilized with pofien from

naturalized populations.

Leaves: Leaves are downy, with smooth edges. They are usually arranged opposite each other in pairs
which alternate down the stalk at 90° angles, however, they may also appear in groups of three.

Stalk: Staiks are square, five or six-sided, woody, as tall as 2 m (6.5 ft) with several stalks on mature
plants.

Perennial Rootstock: Mature plants can reproduce vegetatively with underground stems that can spread
at a rate of 25 cm (9.8 in) each year. On mature plants, rootstocks are extensive and can send out up to 30
to 50 shoots, creating a dense web which chokes out other plant life.

Distribution

Purple loosestrife is now found throughout most of North
America with the exception of Mexico, Florida and northemn [
Canada. Currently, the area of greatest concentration and £
impact has been in southem Ontario, Quebec, New
Brunswick and Nova Scofia and adjacent areas in the
northeastern United States. The spread of this piant
occurs primarily on disturbed soils of recently built roads,
canals, railway lines and cultivated areas. It appears
purple loosestrife thrives in areas of populated places with
connecting roadways and degraded and disturbed wetiand
habitats. Purple loosestrife can also invade healthy
wetland habitats and since seeds can be spread by water,
it can spread within the watershed. Most of the isolated

7
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O.F.A H. Invading Species Awareness Program Page 2 of 3

incidents of purple loosestrife have likely resulted from intentional introductions or escapes from
omamental gardens.

Download Purple Loosestrife distribution map

Impact

Purple loosestrife is a very hardy perennial which can rapidly degrade wetlands, diminishing their value for
wildlife habitat. Wetlands are the most bioclogically diverse, productive component of our ecosystem.
Hundreds of species of plants, birds, mammals, reptiles, insects, fish and amphibians rely on healthy
wetland habitat for their survival. When purple loosestrife gets a foothold, it forms a dense monoculture,
replacing native plant species and the habitat where fish and wildlife feed, seek shelter, reproduce and rear

young.

Since purple loosestrife can invade drier sites, concern is increasing as the plant becomes more common
on agricultural land, encroaching on farmers' crops and pasture land. The spread of purple loosestrife also
has a direct economic impact when plants clog irrigation or drainage ditches on farmiands or cause
degradation and loss of forage value of lowland pastures. An estimated 190,000 hectares of wetlands,
marshes, pastures and riparian meadows are affected in North America each year, with an economic

impact of millions of dollars.

Prevention

One of the simplest prevention measures one can take is to
be sure that purple loosestrife (or one of the many "sterile”
cultivars) is not growing in your garden and that you don't
intentionally or unintentionally plant it (some wildflower seed
mixes may contain purple loosestrife so be sure to read the
label). The best time to control purple loosesfrife is in June,
July and early August when it is in flower and easy to
recognize before it goes to seed. Hand-digging young
plants can be done in an area with a small infestation.
Cutting the flowers stalks before they go to seed also
ensures that seeds will not produce future plants. Proper
disposal of the plant to ensure that seeds do not
cortaminate other areas is important. This can be done by
putting plants in plastic bags that will remain intact at the
landfill site. Plants can also be incinerated. Chemical control (herbicide) is another form of control but
should only be used on individual plants, in dry, upland areas and on your own property.

For large infestations, the most effective method has been
biological control through the release of insects that are the
j plant's natural enemy in its native habitat Two beetle species:
1 Galerucella pusilla and Galerucella calmariensis eat the leaves
I and new shoot growth which seriously affects growth and seed
B production of the piant. These beetles will not eradicate purple
gl loosestrife, however, they will act to significantly reduce plant
i numbers and reduce seed production and therefore, the spread.
| The O.F.A.H. in partnership with Ontario Beetles and the
Ministry of Natural Resources co-ordinated a beetle release
program in Northern Ontario in 2003 and will be conducting 80
releases in Eastern Ontario in 2004, with new the pariners

Ontarlo Wildlife Habitat Fund and Ducks Unlimited Canada.

Many organizations throughout North America have taken action to control the spread of purple loosestrife.
National wildlife services, state/provincial natural resource and environment agencies, universities, nursery
frades associations, and conservation and community organizations have responded to the purple
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O.F.A.H. Invading Species Awareness Program Page 3 of 3

loosestrife invasion by raising awareness of the threat posed by this invasive plant, and how to prevent its
spread. OFAH programs such as Project Purple and The Biological Control of Purple Loosestrife are
examples of such actions that are being taken in Ontario and are available for the public and other

conservation groups to get involved.

© 2009 Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters
All Rights Reserved
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