A REGULAR MEETING OF THE
COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LADYSMITH
WILL BE HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT CITY HALL ON
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2018
7:00 P.M.

AGENDA
CALL TO ORDER (7:00 P.M.)
1.

AGENDA APPROVAL

2.

PROCLAMATIONS - None

3.

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS
3.1.

Zoning Bylaw Amendment Application – 1240 4th Ave. (Warkentin)
Subject Property: Lot B, District Lot 97, Oyster District, Plan VIP56663,
Except part in plan VIP89355 ............................................................................................... 1 - 4
That Council:
1. Consider the application (3360-17-01) to amend:
a) The Official Community Plan by removing Development Permit Area 4
– Multi-Unit Residential from the property at 1240 4th Avenue; and
b) the Zoning Bylaw by rezoning 1240 4th Avenue from Medium Density
Residential (R-3) to Single Dwelling Residential – Small Lot B Zone (R1-B);
for the property legally described as Lot B, District Lot 97, Oyster District,
Plan VIP56663, Except part in plan VIP89355.
2. Having given consideration to s.475 of the Local Government Act
(consultation during OCP development) direct staff to:
a) Refer the proposed OCP amendment (3360-17-01) to the Stz’uminus
First Nation, pursuant to the Town’s Memorandum of Understanding;
and
b) Refer application 3360-17-01 to the Advisory Planning Commission
for review and comment.
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3. Direct staff to work with the applicant regarding land use matters and a
community amenity contribution; and commence the preparation of the
Official Community Plan (OCP) amendment bylaw and the Zoning Bylaw
amendment bylaw for application 3360-17-01 (1240 4th Ave.).

4.

BYLAWS – OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLANNING AND ZONING – None

5.

REPORTS – None

6.

BYLAWS
6.1.

Water Filtration Plant Temporary Borrowing Bylaw 2018, No. 1931 ............................ 5
The purpose of Bylaw 1931 is to allow for temporary borrowing under a loan
authorization bylaw (s.181 of the Community Charter) to fund the
construction of the Water Filtration Plant.
Staff Recommendation:
That Council adopt Bylaw 1931, cited as "Water Filtration Plant Temporary
Borrowing Bylaw 2018, No. 1931."

6.2.

Property Tax Payments in Advance of Due Date Bylaw 2018, No. 1947....................... 6
The purpose of Bylaw 1947 is to provide property owners with credit interest
on property tax payments made in advance of the tax due date.
Staff Recommendation:
That Council adopt Bylaw 1947, cited as "Property Tax Payments in Advance
of Due Date Bylaw 2018, No. 1947."

7.

CORRESPONDENCE
7.1.

Robert Lee and Liesel Knaack
Tree Removal Request – Sanderson Road ....................................................................... 7 - 12
Staff Recommendation:
That Council refer to staff the request from Robert Lee and Liesel Knaack to
remove the boulevard tree in front of their residence, in order to investigate
the issue, and report back on the community implications of authorizing such
a request, together with any alternatives.
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8.

NEW BUSINESS - None

9.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None

10. QUESTION PERIOD
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A maximum of 15 minutes is allotted for questions.
Persons wishing to address Council during “Question Period” must be Town of
Ladysmith residents, non-resident property owners, or operators of a business.
Individuals must state their name and address for identification purposes.
Questions put forth must be on topics which are not normally dealt with by
Town staff as a matter of routine.
Questions must be brief and to the point.
Questions shall be addressed through the Chair and answers given likewise.
Debates with or by individual Council members or staff members are not
allowed.
No commitments shall be made by the Chair in replying to a question. Matters
which may require action of the Council shall be referred to a future meeting of
the Council.

ADJOURNMENT
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Landscaping the Front Yard
For the past few months we have been upgrading our backyard landscape. Bringing equipment to the
backyard has destroyed much of the grass on the left side of the property. When the backyard is soon
finished, we would like to fix the damaged area 011 the left side of the property and fix the large area of
dead grass surrounding the tree. From past experience we know that simply reseeding the grass under the
tree is not a viable solution. As soon as there is a water ban, the grass under the tree succumbs to drought
because of the poor shallow soil, southward facing slope and the intense competition for water that is
presented from the large maple tree.
In moving forward with repairing the front yard, we discussed using gravel and or rocks as an alternative
to the grass. However, we determined it was not an appropriate solution for the several reasons. First,
stripping the grass and soil to make room for several layers of rock is going to be problematic with the
tree roots, most likely injuring those at the grass level. Second, with rocks in this area, the tree would no
longer be irrigated which will be problematic for such a large specimen with high water requirements.
Third, little precipitation would get to the roots in the new xeriscape design with all the landscape fabric
and many inches of rock that will lie over the surface. Fourth, fall cleanup would be a nightmare as we will
not be able to rake the enormous quantity of leaves that fall from this tree on the river rock. This is an
important consideration, because if leave debris is not removed from the surface it decomposes on the
rock which allows weed seeds to germinate.
The planting of such a large-scale tree with high water requirements in a location with poor soil, and a
southward facing slope has presented numerous challenges in looking after our property. Given these
challenges we believe that the best solution would be to remove the tree. Following the tree removal, we
would like to excavate the existing dirt across the front yard (to a depth of one foot) and replace it with
healthy top soil. We would then reseed the area. We feel that new soil and removing the competition that
the tree presented would allow us to grow a healthy lawn that will require less watering and be more
drought tolerant.

Conclusion
In conclusion, we are asking permission from the Town of Ladysmith to have the maple tree removed so that
we can move ahead with the above landscaping plans. Please note, we are not anti-tree. We have several
small drought-tolerant trees in our backyard. Our goal is to produce a landscape that is more tolerant of our
summer conditions and be an asset to the other properties on the street. Thank you.
Liesel Knaack and Robert lee
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