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Asbestos Certification and Licensing Requirements 
Effective January 1st, 2024. 

 

Since 2000, more workers have died from Asbestos Disease than any other workplace injury. 
Asbestos contains tiny fibres that travel deep into your lungs that may cause breathing problems in the short 
term and deadly cancer in the long term. 

 
Homeowners and contractors must take precautions when disturbing or handling asbestos 
containing materials. In order to protect you and your family, effective January 1st, 2024, asbestos 

abatement contractors must be licensed to operate in British Columbia, and anyone performing asbestos 
abatement work must complete mandatory safety training and obtain certificates. 

 
Prior to any renovation of a building built before 1990, a satisfactory Hazardous Materials Survey shall 

be performed by a licensed individual to identify potential risks that may be associated with the disturbance of 
asbestos during the future works. If hazardous materials are identified, a licensed abatement contractor is 
required to provide a written confirmation (Clearance Document or a post Abatement Inspection Report) in 
accordance with WorkSafeBC Occupational Health and Safety Regulations. This written confirmation will be 
required by your Building Inspector prior to any inspection if deemed necessary. Written confirmation may also 
be required at various stages of construction if further disturbances of hazardous materials occur. 

 
In support of Building Permit Applications for proposed works including demolition, alterations, or 

renovations within an existing building or structure, a Hazardous Materials Declaration is required prior to the 
issuance of a Building Permit.  
 
 
 
 
 

Please see WorkSafeBC’s website for more 
          information on the new requirements. 
 

Verification that your contractor is licensed 
can be found via WorkSafeBC’s 
Asbestos Abatement Licence Registry 

 
 

 

mailto:ds@ladysmith.ca
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/videos/asbestos?lang=en#:~:text=Asbestos%20is%20a%20tough%2C%20heat,and%20lead%20to%20lung%20disease.
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/news-events/announcements/2023/June/new-requirements-to-protect-asbestos-workers-become-mandatory-january1-2024
https://www.ladysmith.ca/docs/default-source/forms-permits-applications-2021/hazardous-materials-declaration230693fa7dea659dad49ff0000e75dbc.pdf?sfvrsn=a1ecf6db_0
http://www.worksafebc.com/
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/health-safety/education-training-certification/asbestos-training-certification-licensing/find-licensed-contractors
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The diagrams provided do not show the only areas that may containing asbestos. There are over 3,000 known products that may contain asbestos. 
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