
THE MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 
WILL MEET ON 

MONDAY, MAY 8, 2017 
6:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL 

Mandate –To advise Council on a broad spectrum of issues related to departmental matters 

CALL TO ORDER 

1. AGENDA APPROVAL

2. MINUTES

2.1. Minutes of the Municipal Services Committee Meeting held 
January 23, 2017 ........................................................................................................ 1 - 3 

2.2. Minutes of the Municipal Services Committee Meeting held 
January 30, 2017 ....................................................................................................... 4 - 5 

2.3. Minutes of the Municipal Services Committee Meeting held 
March 13, 2017 ........................................................................................................ 6 - 10 

3. DELEGATION

3.1. Sheila Malcolmson, M.P. 
Derelict and Abandoned Vessels Private Members Bill – overview and 
request for letter of support 

4. REPORTS

4.1. Role and Meeting Format of Municipal Services Committee
(discussion led by Mayor Stone and Councillor Hutchins) 

4.2. Watershed Stewardship Initiatives – Discussion ........................................ 11 - 13 

4.3. Updated Parks Usage Bylaw .............................................................................. 14 - 36 

Staff Recommendation: 
That the Committee recommend that Council direct staff to prepare 
a new Parks Usage Bylaw. 
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4.4. Social Procurement Policy .................................................................................. 37 - 58 

 
Staff Recommendation: 
That the Committee: 
1)  Determine the desired community benefit of social procurement; and 
2)  Direct staff to amend the Town’s Purchasing Policy. 

  
4.5. Proposed Poultry Bylaw ...................................................................................... 59 - 62 

 
Staff Recommendation: 
That the Committee recommend that Council: 
1. Consider its preferences with respect to the possible keeping of hens on 

residentially zoned properties; and 
2. Direct staff to conduct a public consultation with Town residents on the 

desirability and possible content of an amendment to the “Animal and 
Poultry Bylaw 1994, No. 1136” to allow the keeping of hens on 
residentially zoned properties in the Town of Ladysmith. 

 
5. COUNCIL SUBMISSIONS 

 
6. CORRESPONDENCE -  None 
 
7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

 
8. NEW BUSINESS 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
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Currently Animal and Poultry Bylaw 1994, No. 1136 prohibits the keeping of animals (i.e. 
horses, cattle, sheep, goats or swine) or poultry (i.e. chicken, turkey, goose, duck or other 
fowl) on properties of less than two acres (.81 hectares) in area. If Council wishes to allow 
the keeping of hens and ducks on smaller residential lots within the Town of Ladysmith, it 
must amend the bylaw. The Town’s legal advisors have in the past recommended that the 
Town also consider amending the Zoning Bylaw accordingly. 

Current regulations regarding chickens in the Cowichan Valley and Nanaimo are as 
follows: 

City of Duncan 
• Maximum of 6 hens
• Zones R1 – Urban Residential (Lot Size: 460m2) and R2 – Suburban Residential (Lot

Size: 600m2)
• Provisions regarding licensing, enclosures, fencing, odor control, enforcement

matters, etc. outlined in bylaw

District of North Cowichan 
• Maximum of 12 poultry on property larger than 1675 m2 (0.41 acres) in area but

less than 8000 m2 (1.98 acres) in area
• No restriction on roosters

City of Nanaimo 
• Maximum of 6 hens or ducks on lots less than 0.4 hectares (1 acre) in size
• Maximum of 4 hens or ducks on lots less than 450m2 (4843.75 ft2).
• Provisions regarding licensing, enclosures, fencing, odor control, enforcement

matters, etc. outlined in bylaw

City of Parksville 
• Maximum of 4 hens for the purpose of egg harvesting for consumption exclusively

by residents of the parcel on which the hens are kept, minimum property size .1
hectare (.25 acre)

• Regulated in the Zoning Bylaw
• Provisions regarding enclosures, setbacks, etc. outlined in Zoning Bylaw

Town of Qualicum Beach 
• Started a 3-year trial on May 1, 2017 for 30 households
• Up to six chickens or ducks may be kept on properties in residential zones 1

through 17, provided there are no roosters, cocks, cockerels or peacocks
• Structures for the chickens or ducks must be in accordance with required yard

setbacks

Concerns related to the keeping of hens in backyards include ability to enforce the bylaw, 
the potential for attracting rats or other predators to the neighbourhood (including 
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